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INTRODUCTION 


q  even  hundred  and  four  years  have  passed 
^  away  since  St.  Anthony,  the  greatest  of  the 
Sons  of  St.  Francis,  passed  from  his  beloved  city 
of  adoption,  Padua,  to  the  high  courts  of  Heaven ; 
but  the  lapse  of  time  does  not  lessen  his  popu- 
larity among  the  people  of  God  on  the  earth. 
On  the  contrary,  the  increased  passing  of  the 
centuries  seems  only  to  add  to  the  fame  of  the 
Wonder- Worker  of  Padua  and  the  confidence  of 
the  masses  of  the  people  in  his  intercessory  power 

If  the  enterprising  Literary  Digest  or  some 
other  great  periodical  would  institute  a  straw 
ballot  asking  the  Catholic  faithful  of  the  whole 
world  to  write  down  the  name  of  their  favorite 
saint  and  mail  it  to  a  committee  of  seven  Car- 
dinals appointed  by  the  Holy  Father,  with  head- 
quarters at  the  Vatican,  we  are  confident  that 
every  other  saint  in  the  calendar,  save  Our  Lady 
and  possibly  St.  Joseph,  would  be  outdistanced 
by  the  Wonder- Worker  of  Padua. 

Pope  Leo  XIII  declared  St.  Anthony  to  be 
"the  Saint  of  the  Whole  World" ;  and  the  great- 
minded  Pope,  whose  pontificate  equalled  the  days 
of  St.  Peter's  reign,  never  spoke  a  truer  word. 

Nor  are  the  Clients  of  St.  Anthony  confined 
to  Catholics.  Many  Protestants  have  confidence 
in  St.  Anthony  and  make  novenas  to  him.  I  am 
told  that  in  the  city  of  Constantinople  there  can 
be  seen  Mohammedans  entering  the  Catholic 
churches,  going  up  to  the  statue  of  St.  Anthony, 
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lighting  a  candle  and  invoking  him  after  the 
manner  of  the  Catholic  faithful.  Let  a  New 
Yorker  go  into  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  and  look 
around  for  evidence  as  to  the  popularity  of  the 
saints  from  the  standpoint  of  the  invocation  of 
the  faithful.  Where  will  you  find  the  greatest 
number  of  votive  lights  burning?  The  answer 
is,  before  the  statue  of  St.  Anthony  holding  the 
Christ  Child  in  his  arms.  And  why,  you  may  ask, 
does  St.  Anthony  hold  the  Divine  Infant  in  his 
embrace?  That  because,  while  he  was  the  guest 
of  a  certain  nobleman,  his  host  beheld  St. 
Anthony  entertaining  as  his  Visitor  the  Divine 
Child,  Who  rejoiced  in  the  caresses  of  His  be- 
loved Saint. 

We  long  ago  learned  the  efficacy  of  St. 
Anthony's  intercession  at  Graymoor.  When  the 
monastery  church  of  St.  Francis  on  the  Mount 
of  the  Atonement  was  completed  in  1912,  we 
remember  well  placing  the  statue  of  St.  Anthony 
on  its  pedestal  in  the  Gospel  corner  of  the  sanc- 
tuary; and  stepping  back,  we  were  greeted  by 
one  of  the  Brothers,  who  handed  us  a  letter.  We 
immediately  opened  it,  and  it  was  a  request  by 
a  mother  in  Philadelphia,  that  we  invoke  St. 
Anthony  for  her  baby  bearing  his  name,  who 
was  very  ill.  We  immediately  did  so,  kneeling 
before  the  newly-placed  statue.  A  few  days 
thereafter  came  an  alms  of  five  dollars  for  St. 
Anthony's  Bread,  sent  by  this  same  mother  as  a 
thank  offering  for  the  recovery  of  her  child. 
From  that  beginning  the  petitions  began  to  pour 
in,  until  they  developed  into  what  we  call  the 
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Perpetual  Novena  of  St.  Anthony.  A  new 
Novena  begins  on  every  Tuesday,  which  links 
itself  with  the  Novena  of  the  following  week; 
hence  these  Novenas  constitute  an  endless  chain, 
so  we  call  them  the  Perpetual  Novena  to  St. 
Anthony.  Hundreds  of  petitions  keep  coming 
in  month  after  month ;  and  the  thank  offerings 
that  are  sent  as  a  result  of  prayers  answered 
constitute,  in  the  form  of  St.  Anthony's  Bread, 
one  of  the  main  supports  of  the  Friars  of 
the  Atonement  and  their  guests,  the  Brothers 
Christopher. 


Father  General  of  the 
Society  of  the  Atonement 
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SHORT  LIFE  OF  ST.  ANTHONY 
OF  PADUA 


X  come  to  know  as  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  was 
born  of  royal  lineage  in  Lisbon,  Portugal,  on 
August  15,  1195.  On  his  father's  side,  he  was 
a  descendant  of  Godfrey  de  Bouillon,  the  noble 
leader  of  the  first  Crusade,  and  the  first  Frankish 
King  of  Jerusalem. 

Born  to  the  purple,  Fernando  or  Anthony  had 
all  the  advantages  of  education  in  keeping  with 
his  rank.  As  a  young  man,  he  possessed  rare 
intelligence  and  was  a  most  gifted  orator. 
Coupled  with  this,  he  possessed  a  heart  filled 
with  compassion  for  the  needs  of  his  fellow  man. 
These  traits  were  his  inheritance  from  a  loving 
mother. 

Anthony  learned  to  love  God  with  tender 
devotion  at  his  mother's  knee.  Because  his  birth- 
day was  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption,  he  was 
consecrated  to  the  Blessed  Mother  from  birth. 
"Maria"  was  the  first  name  he  learned  to  speak 
with  his  childish  lips.  As  a  child  the  very  sight 
of  a  picture  or  statue  of  the  Blessed  Mother 
would  change  his  sorrows  into  joys. 

From  his  mother,  he  learned  that  glorious 
hymn,  'O  Gloriosa  Domina',  which  was  his  com- 
panion through  life  annd  his  consolation  in  death. 

From  infancy,  Anthony  was  dedicated  to  God 
and  the  Church.  His  parents  never  lost  an  op- 
portunity to  instill  in  him  the  love  of  God  and 
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of  his  neighbor.  They  took  him  to  the  Church 
on  every  occasion.  At  the  age  of  five,  Anthony, 
with  wisdom  and  reverence  far  beyond  his  years, 
vowed  perpetual  virginity.  Thus,  he  has  been 
known  as  the  'Lily  of  Purity/ 

When  his  parents  felt  the  need  to  foster  his 
education,  he  was  sent,  at  the  age  of  ten,  to  the 
College  of  Clerics  in  Lisbon,  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  canons  of  the  Cathedral.  In  his 
five  years  there  he  won  the  complete  respect  and 
admiration  of  masters  and  pupils  alike.  His 
modesty,  humility  and  rare  intelligence  were  the 
marvel  of  all. 

It  was  during  these  early  years  that  the  first 
of  Anthony's  miracles  became  known.  While  he 
was  praying  in  the  Cathedral  Choir,  he  was  tor- 
mented by  a  visit  from  Satan  in  most  frightful 
form.  Anthony  defied  him,  and  made  the  sign 
of  the  Cross  on  the  marble  step.  Seeing  this, 
Satan  fled.  To  this  day,  the  imprint  of  the  Sign 
remains  on  the  marble,  and  is  an  object  of  public 
veneration. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Anthony  was  ready  to 
begin  his  work  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  God, 
and  consecrated  himself  at  the  Monastery  of  the 
Canons  regular  of  St.  Augustine  at  Lisbon.  Soon 
afterwards,  he  went  to  the  Monastery  of  the  Holy 
Cross  at  Coimbrae.  There  he  spent  much  time 
in  scientific  research. 

When  Anthony  was  twenty-five,  the  Francis- 
can Friars  of  Olivarez  came  to  the  Monastery  of 
the  Holy  Cross,  and  he  persuaded  his  Superiors 
to  permit  him  to  join  this  Order. 
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As  a  result  of  his  pleadings,  Anthony  was  sent 
to  Morocco.  He  earnestly  desired  the  crowning 
glory  of  Christendom,  the  martyr's  crown.  But 
that  was  not  to  be. 

After  a  period  of  penance  and  self-denial  at 
Monte  Paola,  in  the  foot  hills  of  the  Apennines, 
Anthony  became  an  active  missioner  in  1222. 
He  was  appointed  Lector  of  Theology  at  Bologna, 
and  soon  won  wide  recognition  as  the  father  of 
mystic  theology. 

He  was  one  of  the  truly  great  orators  of  the 
time,  and  a  confounder  of  heretics.  His  irrefut- 
able arguments  had  much  to  do  with  the  correc- 
tion of  heresies,  and  the  winning  back  of  souls 
who  had  strayed.  His  power,  force  and  wisdom 
was  the  weapon  which  crushed  the  revival  of 
Manichaeism.  When  Anthony  returned  to  Italy 
in  1227,  Pope  Gregory  IX  greeted  him  as  "The 
Living  Ark  of  the  Testament." 

It  was  during  the  following  year  at  Padua,  that 
Anthony  truly  became  the  "wonder  worker/' 
He  had  shown  the  Friars  Minor  in  a  new  light; 
as  men  of  wisdom  and  learning.  He  added  a 
new  brilliance  to  the  order,  and  placed  it  in  a 
different  standing  in  the  ecclesiastical  world. 
Everywhere  he  preached,  he  won  universal  ac- 
claim, and  numbered  his  followers  by  the  thou- 
sands. 

From  Padua,  he  went  to  Ferrara,  thence  to 
Milan  and  Verona.  After  the  General  Chapter 
of  Assisi,  he  returned  to  Padua  in  1230. 
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In  life,  Anthony  feared  God,  but  not  man. 
He  most  forcibly  and  fearlessly  denounced  Fred- 
erick Barbarossa  for  his  tyrannies,  and  flaunted 
his  treacherous  friendship.  He  spurned  his  gifts 
as  the  bloody  tribute  of  a  down-trodden  people. 

Amid  this  life  of  work  and  toil  in  behalf  of 
others,  nursing,  healing,  feeding  and  comforting, 
he  was  called  to  Rest  on  June  13,  1231,  at  the 
early  age  of  37. 

On  his  death  bed,  just  before  the  gentle  spirit 
left  him,  Anthony  recited  with  fervor  the  first 
hymn  he  had  ever  known,  'O  Gloriosa  Domina.' 
While  the  words  of  this  beautiful  hymn  were 
still  on  his  lips,  Anthony  saw  the  Queen  of 
Heaven  coming  with  her  Divine  Son  to  meet  him 
and  lead  him  to  the  throne  of  God.  The  good 
monks  tried  to  keep  news  of  his  death  from  the 
people  of  Padua,  but  the  streets  rang  with  the 
inspired,  anguished  cries  "Our  dear  Saint  is 
dead!" 

Anthony's  miracles  during  his  all  too  short 
mortal  life,  and  after  death,  were  without  number. 
So  many  instances  of  his  miraculous  power  were 
already  manifest,  that  Anthony  received  the  high- 
est tribute  within  the  power  of  the  Church.  He 
was  canonized  a  Saint  by  Pope  Gregory  IX  on 
May  30,  1232,  less  than  a  year  after  his  death. 

Honored  by  the  Church  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred years  ago,  Anthony's  memory  is  held  in 
ever-increasing  reverence  and  awe  at  his  un- 
limited power,  which  is  strongly  accented  with 
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the  passing  of  time.  Hearts  and  souls  laden 
with  the  sorrows  of  this  life  gather  at  his 
Shrine  for  solace.  None  are  forsaken.  The 
blind  see,  the  lame  walk,  at  the  invocation  of  the 
beloved  Wonder-Worker  of  Padua. 


JL 
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ST.  ANTHONY'S  APPEAL  TO 
MOTHERS 


When  God  destines  a  child  to  become  a 
great  Saint,  He  first  of  all  entrusts  it  to 
the  mildest,  sweetest,  and  most  salutary  of 
priesthoods;  that  of  a  good  mother.  This  was 
the  birthright  of  St.  Anthony.  His  mother  was 
one  of  those  women  in  whom  the  spirit  of 
faith  and  piety  reigned;  blended  with  courage 
and  strength,  and  the  insinuating  sweetness  of 
maternal  love. 

Because  he  was  born  on  the  Feast  of  the 
Assumption,  August  15th,  Anthony  was  espe- 
cially dedicated  from  infancy  to  the  greatest  of 
all  mothers,  the  Blessed  Virgin.  Through  his 
whole  life,  She  was  his  patron — his  counsellor. 
Because  of  his  marked  devotion  to  the  Mother 
of  God,  it  is  small  wonder  that  Anthony  should 
find  such  great  favor  before  Him. 

In  times  of  trial  and  tribulation,  it  is  a  uni- 
versal custom  for  the  mothers  of  the  world  to 
turn  to  St.  Anthony  for  help  and  consolation. 
So  widespread  is  this  appeal,  that  he  may  well 
be  termed  the  "Big  Brother  of  the  World." 
Mothers  everywhere,  bowed  down  by  the  cares 
and  sorrows  of  this  life,  gather  at  his  Shrine, 
to  invoke  him  with  confidence. 

We  know  the  story  of  the  mother's  frantic 
plea  when  little  Thomasino  was  drowned  in  the 
pond  at  Padua  five  years  after  the  death  of 
Anthony;  and  how,  through  his  intercession* 
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her  son  was  restored  to  her  long  after  all  hope 
had  been  abandoned.  In  another  case,  a 
mother,  finding  her  baby  dead  in  his  crib,  hur- 
ried to  Anthony  where  he  was  preaching  in 
Padua.  Paternally  listening  to  her  tale  of  grief, 
he  consoled  her  and  bade  her  return  home, 
where  she  found  the  child  playing  with  his  toys. 

These  instances  would  fill  an  entire  volume, 
but  nothing  would  more  fittingly  illustrate  this 
appeal  than  the  miracle  which  has  symbolized 
Anthony  through  the  ages,  the  appearance  of 
the  Christ  Child.  Mary  herself,  whom  Anthony 
loved  so  tenderly,  brought  her  son  to  him  and 
placed  him  in  Anthony's  arms.  When  the 
greatest  of  all  Mothers  so  loves  one  of  her  fol- 
lowers that  she  brings  him  her  Divine  Son  to 
console  him,  we  can  readily  understand  why 
the  mothers  of  the  world  have  brought  their 
woes  to  him,  full  of  the  knowledge  of  a  sym- 
pathetic hearer,  and  a  most  powerful  advocate 
for  their  relief. 

Before  the  Shrine  of  St.  Anthony  we  have 
seen  mothers  kneel  in  anguish  and  plead  for  the 
things  which  only  a  mother's  heart  can  know; 
kneel  and  implore  help  in  those  things  which 
only  a  mother's  soul  can  fear.  Anthony  speaks 
to  the  Christ  Child  in  his  arms  in  a  prayer  that 
has  no  words;  the  floodgates  of  heaven  open, 
and  comfort,  strength  and  light  descend  to  heal 
the  broken  heart  of  the  appealing  mother. 
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ONE  SURE  WAY 


When  all  other  friends  have  failed 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 
When  your  hopes  are  all  derailed 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

If  a  sorrow  fills  your  heart, 
Or  if  you  fail  at  all  you  start, 
When  bad  habits  play  their  part, 
Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

If  you're  broke  or  unemployed, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 
If  your  dreams  are  all  destroyed, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

If  your  soul  is  just  a  stain, 
And  your  faith  is  on  the  wane, 
If  a  goal  you've  got  to  gain, 
Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

If  you've  lost  a  treasure  dear, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 
When  a  loved  one  will  not  hear, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

If  the  doctor's  done  his  best, 
And  he's  failed — you  know  the  rest, 
When  a  miracle  you  must  need  test, 
Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

This  your  pledge,  day  in  and  out, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 
If  you  tire  or  if  you  doubt, 

Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

Time  will  prove  he'll  grant  your  prayer, 
He  has  power  great  and  rare, 
Trust  in  him — but  do  your  share, 
Pray  to  St.  Anthony. 

Tttos.  J.  McCannon. 
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HOW  TO  MAKE  A  NOVENA  TO 
ST.  ANTHONY 


^  and  helplessness,  counselled  us  to  pray  and 
ask  in  His  Name:  "If  you  ask  the  Father  any- 
thing in  My  Name,  He  will  give  it  to  you." — 
St.  John  XVI,  23. 

In  order  to  be  successful  in  obtaining  our  re- 
quest, we  should  not  only  solicit  the  powerful 
intercession  of  St.  Anthony,  but  also  join  him 
with  our  personal  efforts.  Although  God 
knows  our  wants,  still  He  likes  to  hear  us,  His 
loving  children,  ask  of  Him:  "Ask,  and  you 
shall  receive;  seek,  and  you  shall  find;  knock 
and  it  shall  be  opened  to  you." 

Therefore,  we  propose  the  following  sugges- 
tions: 

First  Day — Prayer  of  Faith.  Go  to  Confession 
and  Holy  Communion  for  the  success  of 
the  Novena. 

Second  Day— Prayer  of  Hope.  If  possible,  at- 
tend Mass;  and  have  one  said  for  your 
intention. 

Third  Day — Prayer  of  Love.    Say  the  Rosary 

for  your  intention. 
Fourth  Day — Prayer  of  Humility.    Make  the 

Stations. 

Fifth  Day — Prayer  of  Trust.  Mortify  the  eyes 
for  the  success  of  the  Novena. 

Sixth  Day — Prayer  of  Simplicity.  Perform 
some  corporal  works  of  Mercy. 


Redeemer,  knowing  our  needs 
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Seventh  Day — Prayer  of  Resignation.    Do  some 

spiritual  work  of  Mercy. 
Eighth  Day — Prayer  of  Confidence.  Perform 

some  act  of  humility. 
Ninth  Day — Prayer  of  Perseverance.  Practice 

some  virtue  ot  St.  Anthony. 


If  You  Seek  Miracles 

Dear  St.  Anthony,  thy  intense  love  for  God, 
thy  exalted  virtue  and  great  charity  for  thy 
neighbor  made  thee  worthy  while  on  earth  to 
exercise  miraculous  powers  that  exceeded  those 
of  any  other.  Nothing  was  hard  or  impossible 
to  thee,  except  not  to  have  compassion  on  your 
fellow  man. 

Encouraged  by  this  knowledge  and  convinced 
of  the  efficacy  of  thy  intercession,  we  humbly 
have  recourse  to  thee.  We  implore  thee  in  thy 
great  kindness  to  obtain  for  us  the  special  favors 
we  ask  at  this  time.  O  kind  and  holy  wonder 
worker,  whose  heart  was  ever  filled  with  pity 
for  human  frailty,  whisper  our  petitions  in  the 
ear  of  the  Infant  Jesus.  One  word  from  thee 
will  obtain  the  favors  we  pray  for. 
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FIRST  DAY— FAITH 
Reflection 

In  order  that  our  faith  may  be  strengthened 
in  God,  let  us  recall  to  mind  how  St.  Anthony 
exercised  himself  in  this  virtue. 

We  know  that  just  before  God  confers  some 
special  grace  or  blessing  on  us,  He  invariably 
permits  some  temptation  to  try  us.  At  the 
time  when  Anthony  was  still  a  youth  in  Lisbon, 
he  was  praying  in  the  Cathedral  Choir.  He  was 
tormented  by  a  visit  from  the  Devil  in  a  hideous 
form.  Terrified,  Anthony  placed  his  trust  in 
God.  He  made  the  sign  of  the  Cross  on  the 
marble  steps.  Satan  fled  when  the  help  of  God 
was  sought  to  overcome  his  wiles.  To  this  day, 
the  imprint  of  the  sign  remains  on  the  marble, 
and  is  an  object  of  public  veneration. 

Prayer 

O  Glorious  St.  Anthony,  in  whom  God  so  greatly 
manifested  His  powers,  deliver  us  by  thy  gracious 
intercession  irom  all  weakness  and  infirmities.  Grant 
us  health  of  mind  and  body,  and  strength  of  soul, 
that  we  may  forever  praise  Almighty  God. 

Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary. 

Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  God  will  more  readily  hear  our  prayers 
if  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace.  We  recommend  going 
to  Confession  and  Holy  Communion  for  the  grace 
of  making  a  successful  Novena. 

Those  in  mortal  sin  are  enemies  of  God.  There- 
fore, He  is  not  likely  to  be  very  gracious  to  their 
supplications.  Go  as  often  as  you  can  to  Holy 
Communion  during  the  Novena.  We  must  succeed 
with  God. 
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SECOND  DAY— HOPE 
Reflection 

St.  Anthony's  life  was  one  of  hope.  Hope  in 
the  mercy  of  God,  and  in  the  intercession  of 
Mary.  We  place  our  hope  in  him,  because  it 
is  said,  "There  is  no  true  Christian  who  does 
not  cherish  an  ardent  devotion  to  St.  Anthony 
of  Padua.  This  holy  servant  of  God  refuses 
his  assistance  to  none.  On  the  contrary  he  is 
ever  ready  to  gratify  the  petitions  of  those  who 
seek  his  aid."  Thus,  we  may  expect  all  graces 
and  blessings  through  the  intercession  of  him, 
who,  during  his  short  earthly  life,  thought  only 
of  comforting  and  assisting  the  unhappy  and 
afflicted. 

Prayer 

O  kind  consoler,  St.  Anthony,  no  one  who  sought 
thine  aid  was  denied.  We  most  humbly  beseech 
thee  to  help  us  and  our  fellow-man  in  every  trial 
and  tribulation.  Preserve  us  from  impatience, 
cowardice  and  despair,  and  save  us  from  intolerance 
and  discord. 

Our  Father. 
Hail  Mary. 
Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  We  know  the  value  of  the  Holy  Sacri- 
fice of  the  Mass.  Therefore,  let  us  either  hear 
Mass  for  the  success  of  the  Novena,  or  what  is 
better,  have  one  or  more  Masses  said  for  the  same 
intention. 


17 


THIRD  DAY— LOVE 
Reflection 

The  libraries  of  the  world  are  filled  with 
books  telling  of  the  love  stories  of  men  and 
women.  But  the  love  stories  of  the  creature 
and  the  Creator  are  so  awe-inspiring  and  as- 
tounding that  all  the  endeavors  .of  writers  have 
failed  to  recount  them.  At  a  very  early  age, 
St.  Anthony  was  dedicated  by  his  parents  to  the 
love  and  service  of  God.  So  deep  was  this 
great  love  of  God,  that  his  most  cherished 
desire  was  that  of  martyrdom  for  the  love  of 
God. 

Prayer 

St.  Anthony,  honor  of  Portugal,  invincible  apos- 
tle of  Italy  and  France,  treasure  of  Padua  and  hope 
of  all  nations,  who  hast  in  these  days  shown  thy 
love  in  a  special  manner  for  all  peoples  by  raising 
up  many  associations  under  thy  name  and  protec- 
tion, manifest  to  us  that  miraculous  power  which 
gained  such  marvellous  victories  over  error  and 
unbelief,  and  enkindle  in  our  hearts  the  flame  of 
divine  charity  and  fraternal  love,  that  united  in  the 
true  sheepfold  of  the  divine  Shepherd,  we  may 
glorify  Him  who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth  eternally.  Amen. 
Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary.  ♦ 
Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 

thee. 

Practice :  We  know  how  much  our  dear  Saint 
loved  the  Great  Mother  of  God,  and  since  we  wish 
her  to  help  us  in  this  No  vena,  we  can  please  her  and 
interest  her  to  plead  to  her  Divine  Son  in  *our  behalf 
by  saying  the  Rosary  for  the  intention  of  the 
Novena,  not  only  today,  but  as  often  as  we  can. 
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FOURTH  DAY— HUMILITY 
Reflection 

Upon  the  virtue  of  humility,  all  the  Saints  of 
God  have  built  their  foundation.  In  fact,  this 
is  the  foundation  of  the  religious  life  and  all 
spiritual  virtues,  and  authorities  insist  on 
humility.  In  other  words,  it  is  truth  itself,  for 
after  all  we  are  nothing  without  God;  can  do 
nothing,  and  therefore  are  accounted  as  nothing. 
To  the  humble,  God  gives  His  grace,  but  He 
resisteth  the  proud. 

Where  there  is  humility,  there  is  wisdom. 
St.  Anthony  had  humility;  he  desired  wisdom, 
and  God  bestowed  it  on  him.  The  prudent 
servant  understands  his  master's  will,  faithfully 
fulfills  it,  and  knows  bow  to  appease  his  anger. 
While  the  bad  angels,  given  up  to  pride,  were 
cast  out  of  Heaven,  the  good  angels,  knowing 
the  will  of  God,  remained  faithful  to  Him,  and 
by  their  humble  submission  averted  His  wrath. 
St.  Anthony,  like  a  faithful  servant,  faithfully 
executed  the  commands  of  his  Lord,  and  by  his 
prayers  appeased  His  anger  at  the  sins  of  men* 
Prayer 

Most  Faithful  St.  Anthony,  who  didst  despise 
the  goods  of  this  world  to  attain  the  graces  and 
riches  of  Christ,  help  us  never  to  long  for  harmful 
things.  Keep  us  from  all  worldly  ambition.  Grant 
that  we  may  ever  seek  for  grace;  and  should  we 
lose  it,  never  rest  untii  we  recover  it. 

Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary. 

Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 
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Practice :  Aside  from  the  many  indulgences  we 
gain  in  making  the  Way  of  the  Cross,  let  us  now 
make  it  for  the  intention  of  the  Novena.  This  is  a 
most  pleasing  exercise  to  God,  and  the  oftener  we 
make  it,  the  dearer  and  nearer  we  become  to  our 
Loving  Creator. 

FIFTH  DAY— TRUST 
Reflection 

"He  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord  shall  not  be 
confounded."  To  endear  oneself  to  God  you 
must  trust  Him  implicitly.  Because,  after  all, 
who  has  a  greater  care  of  us,  His  children,  than 
He?  Not  a  leaf  shall  fall  to  the  ground  without 
the  knowledge  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  There- 
fore, would  He  permit  you  to  suffer,  or  have 
anything  happen  to  you,  which  would  ruin  or 
even  harm  you? 

Prayer 

St.  Anthony,  most  powerful,  who  didst  hold  in 
thy  virginal  arms  the  Infant  Jesus,  we  beseech  thee 
to  keep  us,  and  all  belonging  to  us.  from  bodily 
harm.  Assist  all  that  are  deaf,  dumb,  blind,  lame 
and  deformed.  Obtain  for  them  patience  to  sup- 
port their  afflictions.  Help  also  to  preserve  the 
mystic  body  of  the  Church,  that  all  nations,  with 
their  governors  and  princes,  may  be  faithful  to  Her 
one  head. 

Our  Father. 
Hail  Mary. 
Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,'  obtain  for  us  Vhat  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  May  we  suggest  some  form  of  mortifi- 
cation for  today's  intention,  such  as  the  eyes ;  not 
to  look  upon  some  things  we  like.  We  might  also 
make  a  special  effort  to  mortify  our  speech.^  What- 
ever mortification  we  practice,  we  should  do  it  for 
the  intention  of  the  Novena. 
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SIXTH  DAY— SIMPLICITY 
Reflection 

In  reading  the  life  of  St.  Anthony,  if  there 
is  one  great,  sublime  truth  breathed  out  of  its 
pages,  it  is  that  the  soul  of  a  Saint  can  be  the 
soul  of  a  child.  Was  this  not  characteristic  of 
this  great  Servant  of  God?  Like  a  child  he 
dared  anything,  hoped  for  anything.  His  trust 
in  God  was  simplicity  itself. 

You,  too,  need  this  simplicity,  and  to  have 
a  singleness  of  purpose  as  St.  Anthony  had. 
Like  him,  you  can  possess  the  soul  of  a  child, 
which  is  also  the  soul  of  a  Saint.  Then,  when 
the  awful  darkness  of  an  obscure  night  closes 
down  upon  you  in  some  severe  trial  or  tribula- 
tion, you  can  turn  your  face  in  childish  trust 
toward  our  Heavenly  Father,  with  the  loving 
assurance  that  He  is  your  strength,  your  refuge 

and  your  hope.  ^ 

;         r  Prayer 

Glorious  St.  Anthony,  fire  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  didst  conceal  beneath  the  veil  of  simplicity  and 
humility  the  knowledge  implanted  in  thee  by  Infi- 
nite Wisdom,  and  didst  only  reveal  it  in  order  to 
save  souls ;  obtain  for  us  a  spark  of  this  divine 
grace.  We  wish  only  to  follow  in  thy  footsteps ; 
never  to  be  led  away  by  vain  glory,  and  renouncing 
ourselves,  shall  have  no  other  aim  save  the  honor 
and  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  souls. 

Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary. 

Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  On  this  day  of  the  Novena,  let  us  pick 
one  of  the  Corporal  Works  of  Mercy,  and  perform 
this  act  for  the  intention  of  the  Novena. 
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SEVENTH  DAY— RESIGNATION 


Reflection 

St.  Anthony  was  ever  resigned  to  the  Will  of 
God.  By  it  he  lived  his  life,  and  in  it  he  found 
solace  in  death.  Dedicated  to  the  service  of 
God  from  early  childhood,  his  sacrificing  par- 
ents yielded  him  to  his  work;  that  Padua  might 
gain  a  patron  and  the  world  a  Saint. 

During  the  last  seven  centuries,  millions  in  i 
every  land  have  resigned  their  life,  and  placed 
it  in  the  trust  of  the  Wonder  Worker.  Today, 
the  evidences  of  his  powers  of  intercession  are 
more  striking  than  ever,  and  untold  multitudes 
appeal  to  him  in  their  misery  and  distress.  We, 
too,  should  resign  our  fate  to  his  hands,  secure 
in  the  knowledge  that  he  will  guide  us  to  ever- 
lasting life 

Prayer 

Resigned  to  the  Will  of  God,  and  martyr  by 
desire,  invincible  St.  Anthony;  by  the  fervor  of  thy 
love  which  inflamed  thee  with  the  ardent  wish  to 
shed  thy  blood  for  our  savious  Jesus  Christ — we 
entreat  thee  to  help  us  and  all  who  are  in  their 
agony,  in  the  hour  of  death;  and  to  obtain  for  the 
departed,  eternal  rest. 

Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary. 

Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  For  today,  it  would  be  well  to  perform 
some  Spiritual  work  of  Mercy.  The  performance 
of  these  makes  friends  for  us  and  obtains  for  us 
graces  and  blessings  which  we  all  need. 


22 


EIGHTH  DAY— CONFIDENCE 


Reflection 


St.  Anthony  learned  the  lesson  of  complete 
confidence  and  loving  trust  in  God  at  his 
mother's  knee.  So  deeply  was  this  thought  in- 
stilled in  his  mind,  that  it  was  the  beacon  light 
of  his  life. 

We,  too,  need  this  loving  trust  in  the  good- 
ness and  mercy  of  God ;  more  so  because  we  have 
not  the  grace  which  the  Saints  possessed  when 
they  were  tried  by  the  will  of  man. 

rrayer 

O  Great  Saint  of  the  Most  High,  you  realize  how 
much  we  need  to  confide  in  God  during  this  hour  of 
bitter  trial.  Pray  that  God  may  flood  our  souls 
with  that  spirit  of  trust  which  is  so  essential  to 
please  His  Divine  Majesty.  Move  Him  to  grant 
our  petition  at  this  time.  Deliver  from  temporal 
chains  and  prisons  the  bodies  of  men ;  and  from  sin- 
ful chains  their  souls.  Release  all  poor  captives  from 
unmerited  prison;  and  souls  in  bondage  to  sin  from 
the  darkness  of  their  spiritual  dungeon. 

Our  Father. 

Hail  Mary. 

Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Jesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  Let  us  perform  some  act  of  humility 
which  will  please  God,  for  the  intention  of  the 
Novena.  You  in  your  particular  case  can  best  judge 
what  you  can  do.  We  must  make  it  a  profitable 
venture ;  therefore  let  us  do  all  we  can  to  obtain  the 
grace  we  are  praying  for. 
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NINTH  DAY— PERSEVERANCE 
Reflection 

We  need  the  perseverance  of  St.  Anthony, 
for  on  earth  all  things  read  backward.  Where 
others  found  perishable  beauties,  Anthony  be- 
held the  harmony  of  nature  and  of  faith.  In 
all  life  he  saw  only  one  discordant  note,  and 
that  was  sin.  He  found  good  in  even  the  most 
degraded  of  beings,  and  felt  that  this  hidden 
spark  might  become  a  pure  flame,  since  nothing 
is  impossible  to  divine  Grace.  He  never  de- 
spaired of  the  sinner,  because  of  the  super- 
abundance of  God's  mercy.  By  persevering  in 
his  example,  Anthony  will  bring  us  to  true 
riches  by  teaching  us  to  forget  worldly  gain ;  to 
true  joy,  by  winning  us  from  vain  and  harmful 
things  if  we  but  ask  trustingly,  in  the  name  of 
Him  Who  was  Anthony's  Teacher  and  his  End. 
Prayer 

O  great  St.  Anthony,  who  didst  illustrate  the 
eternal  and  unchangeable  truth  both  by  word  and  by 
example,  we  beseech  thee  to  preserve  us  in  the 
Catholic  faith,  to  convert  all  those  outside  of  the 
Church,  and  to  root  up  all  falsehood  and  error. 
Obtain  for  all  governors  and  magistrates  that  they 
may  administer  justice  equitably  and  for  the  good 
of  the  people. 

Our  Father. 
Hail  Mary. 
Gloria. 

St.  Anthony,  whom  the  Infant  Tesus  so  much 
loved  and  honored,  obtain  for  us  what  we  ask  of 
thee. 

Practice :  Say  the  Litany  especially  on  this  day. 
We  emphasize  this  because  there  is  no  restriction 
of  saying  it  on  the  Ninth  Day  alone.  We  must 
feel,  as  we  have  already  said,  the  MORE  we  put  in 
this  Novena,  the  more  we  will  benefit. 
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PRAYER  AT  THE  CLOSING  OF 
THE  NO  VENA 


O  blessed  St.  Anthony,  my  faithful  interces- 
sor, I  have  now,  through  the  grace  of  God  and 
thy  assistance,  finished  the  pious  exercises  in 
thine  honor.  I  had,  indeed,  the  will  and  desire.to 
do  all  in  my  poor  power  for  thy  greater  honor 
and  glory;  but  thou  knowest  my  weakness  and 
misery  and  want  of  devotion.  Wherefore  I 
beseech  thee  to  make  amends  for  all  my  failings, 
and  to  offer  thy  merits  and  good  works  for  me, 
that  I  may  find  grace  and  hearing  with  God. 
Obtain  for  me,  through  thy  merits,  the  blessing 
of  a  virtuous  life,  a  true  knowledge  of  my  God 
and  of  myself,  a  perfect  mortification  of  my 
senses,  and  a  complete  triumph  over  all  tempta- 
tions. I  place  myself  under  thy  special  protec- 
tion ;  assist  me  to  follow  thy  example  in  life,  and 
come  to  my  aid  in  death ;  in  that  dread  moment 
let  me  experience  the  might  of  thy  help.  Amen. 
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LITANY  OF  ST.  ANTHONY 


(For  Private  Devotion) 

Lord  have  mercy  on  us ! 
Christ  have  mercy  on  us! 
Christ  hear  us ! 
Christ  graciously  hear  us! 

Holy  Mary,  x 
Holy  Father  Francis,  \ 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  ] 
Glory  of  the  Order  of  Friars  Minor, 
Martyr  in  desiring  to  die  for  Christ,  I 
Pillar  of  the  Church,  ! 
Worthy  Priest  of  God,  1 
Apostolic  Preacher,  " 
Teacher  of  truth, 
Conqueror  of  heretics, 
Terror  of  evil  spirits, 
Comforter  of  the  afflicted,  | 
Helper  in  necessities,  I 
Deliverer  of  captives, 
Guide  of  the  erring,  ' 
Restorer  of  lost  things. 
Chosen  Intercessor,  J 
Continuous  Worker  of  Miracles,  J 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  Spare  us,  O  Lord! 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  Graciously  hear  us,  O  Lord! 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  Have  mercy  on  us,  0  Lord! 

Christ  hear  us ! 
Christ  graciously  hear  us! 
V.    Pray  for  us,  O  Blessed  St.  Anthony! 
R.    That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  prom- 
ises of  Christ ! 
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LET  US  PRAY 

Almighty  and  eternal  God !  Who  didst  glorify 
Thy  faithful  confessor,  Anthony,  with  the  perpetual 
gift  of  working  miracles,  graciously  grant  that 
what  we  confidently  seek  through  his  merits  we 
may  surely  receive  through  his  intercession,  through 
Christ,  our  Lord,  Amen. 

(By  Ecclesiastical  Authority) 

THE  AVE  MARIA  RADIO  HOUR 

The  "Ave  Maria  Radio  Hour"  is  a  program 
of  inspiration  and  solace.  It  presents,  in  dra- 
matic fashion,  outstanding  events  in  the  lives 
of  those  dignified  by  the  Church  as  Saints. 
Going  on  the  air  early  in  the  Spring,  it  met 
with  instantaneous  acclaim,  and  ranks  as  one 
of  the  outstanding  religious  features  in  the 
broadcast  field. 

Do  not  fail  to  listen-in  every  Sunday  evening 
at  6:30.  One  of  the  following  stations  will 
bring  the  program  to  you : 

WMCA— New  York  WIP— Philadelphia 
WPRO— Providence  WDEL— Wilmington 
WMEX— Boston       WCBM— Baltimore 
WOL— Washington  WLNH— Laconia,  N.  H. 

The  Ave  Maria  Radio  League,  sponsors  of 
this  program,  need  your  support  to  carry  on  this 
great  undertaking.  Won't  you  join  now?  The 
dues  are  small,  a  penny  a  day  will  suffice.  En- 
list now,  and  you  will  be  well  repaid  with  a 
beautiful  religious  feature  in  story  and  song. 
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ST.  ANTHONY -PRAY  FOR  US 


ST.  ANTHONY'S  HYMN  TO  OUR  LADY 

(O  GLORIOSA  DOM  IN  A) 

O  glorious  Virgin,  ever  blest, 

All  daughters  of  mankind  above 
Who  gavest  nurture  from  thy  breast 

To  God  with  pure  maternal  love. 

What  we  have  lost  through  sinful  Eve, 
The  blossom  sprung  from  thee  restores. 

And  granting  bliss  to  souls  that  grieve, 
Unbars  the  everlasting  doors. 

O  Gate  through  which  hath  passed  the  king! 

O  Halll  whence  light  shone  through  the  gloom! 
The  ransomed  nations  praise  and  sing 

The  Offspring  of  thy  virgin  womb! 

Praise  from  mankind  and  heaven' t.  host. 

To  Jesus  of  a  virgin  sprung, 
To  Father  and  to  Holy  Ghost, 

Be  equal  glory  ever  sung. 

28 


ST.  ANTHONY'S  MEAL  BOND 
A  Perpetual  Living  Memorial 

What  better  way  can  you  remember  your  be- 
loved mother,  father,  sister,  brother,  daughter,  son 
or  friend  than  by  a  PERPETUAL  LIVING 
MEMORIAL,  which  is  contained  in  a  St. 
Anthony's  Meal  Bond. 

PERPETUAL 

The  Meal  Bond  does  not  cease  to  function  or 
give  meals,  or  gain  merit  for  the  Benefactor  after 
his  death,  because  only  the  stipend  for  the  Masses 
which  are  said  for  the  Bondholder  is  taken  from 
the  principal.  The  balance  of  the  Meal  Bond 
goes  on  feeding  the  poor  perpetually. 

LIVING 

This  is  a  Living  Memorial,  because  it  feeds,  it 
gives  meals,  through  the  interest  which  is  derived 
from  the  principal  invested.  Hence,  this  Memorial 
is  active,  it  has  life,  because  it  derives  its  life  from 
the  principal  which  is  never  spent. 

MEMORIAL 
This  corporal  wo»*k  of  mercy  is  done  in  your  lov- 
ing memory.  Your  name  is  written  on  the  Meal 
Bond,  which  your  heirs  are  requested  to  return  it 
to  us  when  you  die,  so  that  it  can  be  placed  under 
the  High  Altar  at  St.  Christopher's  Inn  for  our 
record  and  your  memorial. 

Th^se  Meal  Bonds  or  Perpetual  Living  Memor- 
ials, can  be  bought  in  various  denominations,  on  the 
installment  plan,  either  for  the  living  or  the  dead. 
Meal  Masses 
Bond  What  it  does  for  vou 

$100  feeds  40  men  annually  30 
200   feeds  and  lodges    40  men  annually  30 
500      "      "        "    100   "         "  90 
1,000      "      "        "    200   "         *  180 
2,000      "      "        "    400   u         u  360 
2.500      "      "       "    500   "         u  450 
A  $200  Bond  or  over  includes  a  Life  Membership 

in  the  Union-That-Nothina-Br-Lost 
Send  for  particulars  concernino  the  Meal  Bond  to 

FATHER  DIRECTOR 
St.  Christopher's  Inn     Graymoor,  Garrison,  N.  Y. 
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ST.  ANTHONY  TITHE  CLUB 


One  of  the  most  prominent  spiritual  forces  at 
work  throughout  the  world  is  the  devotion  to 
St.  Anthony.  His  intercession  is  implored  in 
every  difficulty,  and  in  return  for  his  help,  rich 
and  poor  alike  promise  a  share  in  earnings  or 
profits  to  the  poor  of  Christ,  so  dear  to  the  heart 
of  the  great  Wonder  worker  of  Padua. 

One  of  the  richest  men  in  the  world  promised 
as  a  young  boy,  to  give  a  portion  of  all  he  pos- 
sessed to  God  for  His  assistance.  This  promise, 
to  this  day,  is  being  faithfully  kept,  both  on  the 
part  of  Our  Divine  Lord  and  of  the  donor.  So 
it  is  with  St.  Anthony. 

The  widow's  mite  and  the  rich  man's  offer- 
ings are  alike  dropped  into  the  wooden  boxes  at 
St.  Anthony's  Altars  as  a  token  of  appreciation 
and  thanksgiving  for  his  help.  ''It  is  all  St. 
Anthony's  doings;  and  out  of  every  stroke  of 
good  fortune  that  comes  to  me,  I  give  him  a 
generous  slice" — how  often  that  is  heard. 

Pope  Leo  XIII  tells  us  to  "Invoke  the  assist- 
ance of  St.  Anthony  and  become  members  of  the 
pious  unions  organized  in  his  honor  and  en- 
riched with  the  Church's  indulgences."  Need 
we  add  how  these  indulgences  may  be  so  greatly 
increased  when  we  heed  the  greatest  Corporal 
Work  of  Mercy  "To  feed  the  Hungry". 
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TESTIMONIALS 

Mrs.  G.  F.,  Boston,  Mass. :  Reverend  Dear  Father 
—I  am  enclosing  a  postal  money  order  for  ten  dollars 
as  an  offering  for  your  poor  homeless  men,  in  thanks- 
giving to  Saint  Anthony  for  obtaining  a  great  favor.  I 
had  a  number  of  apartments  vacant  for  a  long  time 
and  it  proved  quite  a  serious  problem,  with  taxes 
mounting  skyhigh,  depreciation  of  property — and 
everything  else  that  goes  with  real  estate  in  these 
days  of  the  depressions.  I  promised  Saint  Anthony 
a  small  offering  if  he  would  obtain  good  tenants  for 
me  and  so  I  am  sending  the  enclosed  offering.  The 
houses  are  all  occupied  with  tenants  paying  some 
rent  at  least,  which  helps  to  keep  things  going  until 
times  get  better. 

Miss  A.  M.  St.  G.,  Media,  Pa. :  Dear  Father — 
Several  weeks  ago  through  the  intercession  of  Saint 
Anthony  I  obtained  an  excellent  permanent  position. 
During  the  time  I  was  seeking  employment  I  prom- 
ised Saint  Anthony  the  enclosed  donation  as  a  mark 
of  'gratitude  for  his  aid.  Please  acept  it  with  that 
intention  for  me. 

Mrs.  J.  K.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. :  Dear  Reverend 
Father — T  am  enclosing  a  donation  in  honor  of  Saint 
Anthony.  Some  time  ago  I  was  very  ill  and  had  to 
undergo  an  operation.  I  said  the  St.  Anthony 
novena  prayers  at  home  and  also  prayed  to  Our 
Blessed  Mother  of  the  Atonement,  and  promised  a 
donation  and  publication  in  "The  Lamp"  if  my 
prayers  were  ever  granted.  Thanks  to  St.  Anthony, 
Our  Blessed  Mother  and  St.  Jude,  my  prayers  were 
granted. 

Mr.  T.  F.  R.,  Providence,  R.  L:  Rev.  Father 
Anselm  Francis,  S.A. — Enclosed  please  find  an 
offering  to  Saint  Anthony  in  accordance  with  my 
promise  to  him  in  helping  me  to  find  work. 

Mr.  J.  A.,  Jr.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. :  Dear  Father— 
My  Mother  prayed  to  Saint  Anthony  and  Saint 
Christophe "  in  order  that  she  would  be  able  to  secure 
work  to  help  her  to  maintain  the  family.  Thanks  to 
these  Saints  her  request  has  been  granted.  And  now 
in  token  of  her  gratitude  for  these  favors  she  sends 
you  one  of  the  first  dollars  she  earned,  for  you  to 
dispose  of  as  you  will  in  either,  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  radio  broadcast  or  to  help  in  charitable 
functions. 
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AVE  MARIA  GIFT  SHOP 


None  of  the  homeless  men  at  St.  Christopher's 
Inn  is  permitted  to  remain  idle.  Each  is  engaged 
in  some  task  according  to  his  capabilities. 

Among  the  men  sheltered  here  are  many  skilled 
artisans,  carpenters,  cabinet  makers,  etc.  In  order 
to  take  care  of  them  and  find  an  outlet  for  their 
products,  we  have  decided  on  the  "Ave  Maria 


Gift  Shop." 

A  few  items  are  listed  below: 

''Friars  House  Blessing"   $1.50 

Wall  Crucifix,  12  in.  oak,  inlaid  with 

walnut    1.50 

Standing  Crucifix,  12  in  2.00 

Sick  Call  Sets    3.00 


We  shall  be  very  glad  to  send  you  an  estimate 
on  any  special  article  you  may  desire,  such  as 
book  cases,  magazine  racks,  chests  of  drawers, 
cedar  lined  chests,  tables  of  beauty  and  endurance, 
etc.  Just  give  us  an  idea  of  what  you  require  and 
we  will  make  up  sketches,  etc. 

We  also  carry  a  full  line  of  beautiful  rosaries, 
prayer  books,  medals,  chains,  etc.  Write  for  our 
general  catalog. 

Address 
AVE  MARIA  GIFT  SHOP 

ST.  CHRISTOPHER'S  INN 
Graymoor  Garrison,  N.  Y. 


32 


